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Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Victor K. Ramos Maui Police Department Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 8:29:27 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

dayea shim Blue Zones Project Support No 
 
 
Comments:  





SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 1:51:43 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tina Clothier 
PATH- Peoples 

Advocacy for Trails 
Hawaii 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

PATH~Peoples Advocacy for Trails Hawaii is in support of SB663 regarding red light 
cameras. We support the estabishment of a fund of $200,000 for a committee to 
establish implementation policies and proceedures and to report to the 2020 Legislature 
on their recommendations.  

Thank you for this opportutiy to comment.  

Tina Clothier 

Executive Director, PATH 
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Hearing 

Franz Weber Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/27/2019 10:12:52 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cherie Balisacan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of SB663. SD 2 HD1 Innocent lives are at stake.  I humbly ask to 
approve it. 

Thank you for your time, 

Cherie Wilson Balisacan 

Wilson Driving School 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/27/2019 10:35:07 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Norbert Buelsing Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Representative Luke:  Red light cameras are not a "cure-all" measure, but 
are a positve step toward the avoidance of another needless death or serious 
accident.  Police cannot monitor signalized intersections 24/7 and an increasing number 
of drivers have developed a self-centered attitude of failing to stop for red lights.  Lives 
can be saved, and driver attitudes changed with the implentation of this proven 
technology.  The support of your committee is strongly encouraged. 

Aloha, Norb Buelsing 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 12:07:32 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

David Chong Individual Comments No 
 
 
Comments:  

Some drivers are now using traffic lights as just a stop sign--stop or slow down and if 
there's no intersecting traffic, continue on through the red light.  I walk to and from work 
every night, and over the last year, on 4 separate occasions, I've seen cars go through 
red lights as I was walking towards the intersections.  They weren't driving along and 
then went through a red light.  No, they were actually stopped at the intersection, looked 
both ways and then went through the intersection before I crossed them.  My light was 
green, so I know their light was red.  The first time was at the Punahou/Wilder 
intersection after midnight--it was a white Mercedes and I heard them laughing as they 
crossed the intersection.  The second time it happened right on my street--Kewalo 
Street.  I was coming home from Safeway at around 1 am.  I walked up Piikoi, then 
turned right on Wilder Avenue and I was walking on the mauka side of Wilder, and a 
black car pointing makai that was stopped at the Kewalo/Wilder intersection went 
straight through.  Then only a few days later, at around 1 am, another stopped car that 
was pointing mauka at the corner of LihoLiho Street/Wilder turned left against the red 
light, right in front of me, as I was entering the crosswalk.  And a few weeks ago, at the 
corner of Kaheka/Kanunu (the backside of Don Quijote), a stopped car went through the 
red light just before I entered the crosswalk. 

  

In my whole life here, I've never seen it this bad before, with people blatantly 
disregarding the law.  I've become gun shy, because late at night, when I'm crossing the 
intersection by myself and a car is stopped against the red light, I get this creepy feeling 
when I walk in front of them, having seen so many cars go right through the red light.  If 
they're used to going through red lights and I'm not wearing something bright colored, 
they might not see me and go right through the red light.  In fact, late at night, I just wait 
until there are no cars at all, and then cross, because I don't trust the traffic lights 
anymore. 

  

While all this is happening, at night, some cars drive without their headlights on.  I don't 
know if it's younger people thinking it's cool to drive without their headlights on, but 
combine this with red light running, and you can see how dangerous our roads are 
becoming.  We don't need a committee to study red light traffic cameras.  Many cities on 



the mainland, and in other countries use red light cameras to deter people.  The goal is 
to stop this behavior, and if people know they can get caught, it will deter people from 
running red lights, even at intersections with no traffic cameras. 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 8:13:50 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kelsie Cajka Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support Bill SB663 SD2 HD1 in placing Red Light Safety cameras on roads. This 
increased accountability for drivers and creates safe communities for walkers and 
bikers. Thank you for your support in passing this bill.  

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 8:15:56 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sharon R Keith Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

More and more drivers seem to think it's perfectly OK and safe to run red lights on 
Oahu. Apparently we need a deterrent and now that the technology is available, why 
delay? As a victim who had to spend years rehabbing and healing, I urge you to not 
delay on this important matter that affects the safety of people.  The cost and suffering 
from an accident is enormous.  Is it not the place for the government to deter death and 
disablility for the safety of the people? 

50%-60% of people killed by red light runners are people who walk, bike, or were an 
occupant in the other vehicle. Innocent bystanders 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 8:31:13 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Justine Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Finance Committee members, 

Please vote yes on SB663 and include the provision that calls to establish a Photo Red 
Light Imaging Detector Systems Program (Program) to improve enforcement of traffic 
control signal laws. I was shocked to read that 50%-60% of people killed by red light 
runners are people who walk, bike, or were an occupant in the other vehicle: innocent 
bystanders.This red light program will be a message to our community of drivers that 
enforcement on this law is serious and this risk to innocent bystanders will no longer be 
tolerated. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Justine Espiritu 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 8:47:04 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Megan Tabata Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 8:47:53 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ellen Godbey Carson Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

We need red light cameras now. It will save lives of drivers, pedestrians and bikers. 

Please amend this bill to authorize installation of cameras now, instead of just starting a 
study.  

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 8:56:55 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Molly Mamaril Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 9:07:53 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Keolamalie McComber Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 9:12:59 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Royce Fukuroku Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 9:20:14 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert Godbey Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support SB663 but encourage you to pass red light camera legislation immediately, 
not  
"study" it for another year. We need it now. It has all the benefits of good legislation: it 
accurately identifies the guilty and does not falsely accuse the innocent. It needs to 
move forward. 

Please pass SB663 with immediate implementation of red light cameras in Hawaii. 

Thank you, 

Robert Carson Godbey 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 9:22:51 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kirstin Kahaloa Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 9:28:42 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Keikilani Uehara Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 10:01:06 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Carol R. Ignacio Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please support SB663 to establish a committee to study the red light running 
camera.  Mahalo. 

Carol R Ignacio 

District 1 

 





 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 11:31:58 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laksmi M Abraham Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please support this bill to improve safety in our communities. 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 12:40:20 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dorothy M Sunio Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please get this bill passed and provide $200,000 to the DOT to get the red light 
committee established and cameras installed.  Every day I witness cars going thru red 
lights.  In the past 5 days, my husband and I counted 7 cars running red lights.  We 
don't need any more delays 

Dorothy Sunio 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 12:46:37 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Carissa Holley Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support a red light committee. 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 1:10:43 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Roger Au Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly believe it is necessary to enact and proceed with Red Light Cameras. The 
legislature cannot continue to be paralyzed by inaction. Users of our roadways deserve 
to be safer. Police are too busy to pursue non-violent crimes, so automated systems are 
needed. 

By choice, I commuted by bike to my job at the City and County of Honolulu. There 
have been many cases where I witnessed cars entering the intersections (with impunity) 
AFTER red lights. An example is the Alapai / South King crossroads during the 
afternoon pau hana, where virtually every light change cycle is violated by offending 
motorists. Our precious citizens are at risk! 

In summary, please enact red light cameras. Do not delay this any further. 

Thank you, 

Roger Au 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 1:12:22 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sharleen Andrade Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

YOU MUST WORK TO MAKE OUR STREETS SAFER ..... NO MORE DELAYS!!!! 

I support the red light safety camera program 

I support implemenation by July 1, 2020 

I support $200,000 for DOT to fund the Red Light Runnining Commitee.  

No more delays ....... lives are at stake.  

Mahalo,  

Sharleen Andrade 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 1:20:22 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John Rogers Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support the red light safety program and funding the DOT what ever they need to get 
this program implemented by 7/1/2020. This progrm will save lives. The people of 
Hawaii need our legislators to be brave and support the red light safety program.  

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 2:54:22 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bonnie Oda Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony. I am submitting this testimony as a 
private citizen, in favor of S-663. 

It is appalling to witness the disregard many drivers have for red lights. The formation of 
a red light running committee is an excellent first step to shaping our community to be 
safe for other drivers, pedestrians, cyclists and bystanders. I believe that the installation 
of red light enforcement cameras will be an excellent tool to alert, educate and 
apprehend those who run traffic light signals. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Bonnie L. Oda 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 3:03:06 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Susan J. Wurtzburg Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support the original bill, which actually moved the red light cameras into action, rather 
than creating a study group. There is ample evidence that these cameras work, so there 
seems no good reason to create a local study group. Please, would the committee 
members just increase safety for bicyclists and pedestrians in Hawaii, and pass the bill 
which results in actual cameras on the streets. 

I am a keen biker, walker, and runner, and would love to be able to participate in all 
these activities without risking my life. 

Mahalo, 

Susan J. Wurtzburg, Ph.D. 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 3:57:10 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Deborah McCurdy Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support  SB663.  Please take action immediately.  I see vehicles run solid red lights on 
a daily basis!  This is not acceptable!  Something must be done to curtail this dangerous 
behavior! 

Sincerely, 

Debbie McCurdy 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 4:12:41 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Daphne Manago Individual Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen and members of the Committee on Finance, 

I am in strong support of SB663, SD2, HD1 and would like to see the red light camera 
pilot program restored and start on July 1, 2020.  We need to take immediate steps to 
reduce fatalities on our streets and keep all innocent people safe.  This includes 
pedestrians, bicyclists, passengers and motorists. 

My son was killed while riding his bicycle eight years ago and I am committed to 
promote safety on our streets and make his vision for more bike lanes become 
reality.  It is my hope that the red light cameras will change driving behaviors, eliminate 
traffic related deaths and most importantly, save lives.  Let's implement the red light 
camera program sooner than later. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB663, SD2, HD1. 

Sincerely, 

Daphne Manago (Zach's Mom) 

 



SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 4:14:57 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nicholas Blank Individual Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

 I support 1) a red light safety camera program for the counties to decide, 2) 
implementation by July 1, 2020 (up to the counties), 3) $200,000 for the red light 
running committee to plan the system correctly.  Lives are at stake! 43 pedestrian 
deaths in 2018 - 15 in 2017. 15 is too many, 43 is just stupid. Please do this simple 
thing to help our citizens! If 43 is not enough to motivate action, how many do we 
need??? 
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March 29, 2019 

3:30 P.M. 
State Capitol, Room 308 

 
S.B. 663, S.D. 2, H.D. 1 

RELATING TO HIGHWAY SAFETY. 
 

House Committee on Finance 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports with amendments S.B. 663, S.D.2, 
H.D.1. 
 

Drivers violating Hawaii’s traffic laws has become intolerable especially those that 
disregard red light signals.  These violations not only endanger the lives of motorists 
and pedestrians, but they compound the hazardous conditions that already exists on the 
highways.  The risk of disregarding red lights often leads to injuries and deaths that 
results from motor vehicle crashes. 
 
 

During the five-year period of 2007 - 2011, there have been 1,478 intersection crashes 
resulting from red light and other traffic signal violations.  These crashes resulted in 
deaths, numerous injuries and property damage.   
 

 
During calendar years 2011 – 2018, a total of 13 deaths occurred from a driver 
disregarding a red light signal.  
 

 
During calendar years 2014 - 2018, police have issued 17,021 red light violations to 
motorists who disregarded the traffic signal.  Because police have other priorities for 
calls for services, it is not possible for them to enforce the laws at every intersection. 
 

 
Red light detection cameras have proved to be very effective in cities across the nation.  
Intersections with high crash volumes showed significant reductions after red light 
cameras were installed.  This leads to the protection from all types of injuries and 
property damage. 
 

 
The DOT supports the concept that compensation for any vendor shall not be 
determined by the number of citations issued or expected to be issued. 
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The DOT is recommending that appropriations be established and allocated for the red 
light running committee.  The appropriations would be used for travel and committee 
expenses for committee meetings. 
 
The DOT further recommends that the report from the red light running committee 
contains a schedule from the counties who have decided to move forward with the 
implementation of this program.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 6:09:12 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Elaine M Wong Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am strongly in favor of SB663 SD2 HD1.  Do you or any one in your family walk, bike, 
or ride in a vehicle?  I think that includes most of us.  And so we are all at risk. Our lives 
are at risk and at the behest of a reckless driver who runs the red light. People killed by 
red light runners are people who walk, bike or are occupants in vehicles - ALL 
INNOCENT BYSTANDERS.  I believe the red light cameras will be a strong deterrent to 
those even thinking of running that red light. And I believe this is a cost effective way of 
saving lives, valuable lives of innocent bystanders.  I strongly urge everyone to support 
and vote for this bill.   

Mahalo, Elaine Wong 
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SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 6:54:39 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Karen Teshima Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 7:23:54 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dabney Gough Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

To the House Finance Committee: I am a cyclist, pedestrian, and driver (in that order), 
and I am writing to request 

1) a red light safety camera program for the counties to decide, 

2) implementation by July 1, 2020 (up to the counties), 

3) $200,000 for the red light running committee to plan the system correctly. 

Families of victims of traffic violence are saying ENOUGH!!! 50%-60% of people killed 
by red light runners are people who walk, bike, or were an occupant in the other 
vehicle. No more delays! Lives are at stake! 
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SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 8:01:34 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anson  Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please put the red light safety camera program back into this bill.  The cameras along 
with the pedestrian enforcement grants remind all of us that we are responsible for each 
others safety.  Thank you.  
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SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 8:41:53 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dylan P. Armstrong Oahu County 
Democrats 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/29/2019 10:01:47 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cyrus Howe Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/29/2019 9:33:57 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

JONATHAN LOTT Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha members of the Finance committee, 

I support the measure to begin a pilot red light safety program and to fund the DOT 
begin studying best practices used elsewhere immediately, so that a viable bill can be 
introduced at the next legislative session. 

In my job as an Aloha Ambassador on the streets of Waikiki, I witness very frequent and 
often extreme cases of red light running, which could be reduced dramatically by 
implementing appropriate and currently available technology.  Especially in such areas 
where there is a high volume of foot and bicycle traffic, the risk of severe carnage from 
a red light runner is large.  Why are we not already using this technology for 
enforcement?  The police can't be everywhere, so people do what they think they can 
get away with--but the potential consequences of scofflaw behaviors when operating a 
motor vehicle are much more extreme than consequences from scofflaw pedestrians, 
cyclists, and the like. 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Jonathan Lott 
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SB-663-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/29/2019 5:06:58 AM 
Testimony for FIN on 3/29/2019 3:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

STEVEN DEPAOLI Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Kakou to the House Finance Committee, 

I support the use of Red Light Cameras at all major intersections within our Islands to 
decrease the number of accidents and related fatalities and generally make our roads 
safer for all. Therefore I want to encourage releasing the $200,000 of Red Light 
Committee funding already promised with a start date fore this program of 7/1/2020. 

Mahalo nui, 

  

Steve DePaoli 
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